KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY THE MAYOR CLLR. MANYUHA M.L ON THE 23RD OF MARCH 2005 AT FOLOVHODWE DZIMAULI SECONDARY SCHOOL: DISTRICT WATER WEEK CELEBRATIONS.
Programme director


Traditional Leaders


Heads of departments


District officials and managers


Councilors

Members of the community


Distinguished guests


Ladies and Gentlemen

Programme Director-: It is with great pleasure for us as Mutale Municipality to host this historic National Water Week.

As we have gathered here today, we feel very proud, to be accorded this opportunity by Vhembe District Municipality to host the event.

We appreciate all the reasons, why the organizers, department of Water Affairs & Forestry & Vhembe District Municipality have chosen Mutale Municipality as a suitable venue for celebrating Water Week.

Programme Director, Nwanedi/Luphephe Regional Water Scheme was initiated 10 years ago. The main objective was to provide communities with clean water. The business plan cater for 23 Villages, with the approximate population of 23 858.
Programme Director, The theme of 2005 National Water Week is – Water for Life. What does that mean? Water for Life. Every living creature depends on water for survival. People need water for more than just drinking, cooking & washing. In an area where there is a plenty of groundwater like Folovhodwe, Muswodi Tshisimani & Mukovhawabale, the communities can further use the water for :-
· Community gardens

· Stock drinking

· Community brick making

· Limited irrigations

Water is a natural resource, & should be made available in a sustainable manner to all South Africans.
Programme Director: - a decade ago we adopted the reconstruction & development programme as the instrument to provide better service to all. 
The services inter alia include the following:-
· Water

· Electricity

· Houses

· Access Roads

We have achieved a great deal of progress.

Three years ago, at the World Summit on sustainable development in Johannesburg (2002) the objectives of meeting basic needs & securing food supply received international endorsement.

Ladies and gentleman – as we are celebrating National Water Week, allow me to give you cost implication of the three water projects:-
1. Folovhodwe Water project = R3.1 Million Rands

2. Muswodi Tshisimani Water Project = R2.5 Million Rands

3. Mukovhawabale Water Project = R2.1 Million Rands

The total amount of R7.7 Million Rands were spent to those three projects.

Mutale Municipality in partnership with the communities, department of Water Affairs and Vhembe District Municipality will make sure that all schemes are sustainable for another decade to come.

Programme Director, Tariffs for cost recovery will be communicated to the communities in due course. People should know that, the main purpose of tariffs is to cover:-

· Capital costs

· Operating costs

· Maintenance cost of services

Lastly Programme Director, I just want to warn those who have already started to make illegal connections, it is not the right thing to do. 

Stop illegal connection

Stop missing water

Take care of our national resources.

I THANK YOU, ENJOY YOUR DAY.
